[Developmental problems of very premature children at school age. Review of the literature].
Advances in perinatal care have lead to the survival of an increasing number of children born very premature. The purpose of this review is to discuss findings in the literature regarding long term developmental outcome of infants born prematurely especially for studies with children at least 5 years old, born in the 80's or after, in a context of care with increased use of antenatal corticoids, in utero transfer, and surfactant therapy. Developmental sequelae, which are seen in children older than those presenting severe deficiencies, concerns a greater number of very premature children. They have poorer outcomes than term children or normal birth weight controls for cognitive-neuropsychological skills, school performances and behavior. Long term follow up of these children shows that consequences are still present for adolescents or young adults. There is a gradient of developmental sequelae in children that is inversely related to decreasing gestational age or birth weight. Developmental sequelae are related to neonatal medical complications and social risks factors. Research should be conducted in order to better understand etiology and neuropathological basis of sequelae, and the long term developmental implication of being born very premature and the type of care or intervention which could improve their development. An early and regular follow up by a team specialized in child development should be proposed in order to detect developmental sequelae and propose early intervention.